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" the will of the despot. Here are no positive laws to
" guide, and the usages and customs are but little known.
" This is the only country within my recollection where
' the supposed interest of the sovereign is to weaken as
"much as possible the administration of justice. The
" two apparent causes are these : first, the introduction of
"judges of the appointment of the King is felt and
" considered as an usurpation on the rights of sovereignty
" exercised in this country, and it is a control, weak as it
"is over the sovereigns themselves, and a tribunal to
" which they may be called. This must be galling to
" despots. The other is that it weakens that favourite
" part of their authority by which they could protect from
" prosecutions their agents and dependants, by which they
" were kept amenable to no justice, but that which they
tc choose to. [It is natural that the] Governor-General
" and Council should not lend a ready [ear] to com-
" plaints which tend to strengthen their authority, which
" the abridgment of the powers of the Court certainly
cc would. It is owing to that, no doubt, that the servants of
ct the Company have been encouraged to write letters to
" the Board on these subjects, with which the Consultations
<{ are loaded. By this mode they do not complain them-
" selves, for which they have no cause, but they give the
" full effect of showing the Court of Justice to be incon-
" venient. I do not mean by this that the Court has been
" of no use beyond the limits of Calcutta, it has redressed
" many injuries, and suppressed many oppressions.

" I confess I feel every complaint made against the
" Court by the Company, a confession on their part of the
" utility of it; were it useless, did it not restrain them,
"though it might injure the natives, they would not
" complain. It is not the natives in general who complain.